Non-Destructive Testing (Mark 14:66-72) 
Proposition: Every one of us can look at the non-destructive testing of 
Peter before us to night and learn three actions that will cause us to 
avoid the failure that he experienced. 

I. Read the Suggestions for Failure 

A. The Suggestion of Haughty Speech (Vs. 29, 31) 

B. The Suggestion of Heavy Sleep (Vs. 37) 

C. The Suggestion of a Hasty Sword (Vs. 47) 

D. The Suggestion of Hightailing Steps (Vs. 50) 

II. Recall the Scene of Failure (Vs. 54, 66-71) 

A. A Scene of Distance (Vs. 54a) 

B. A Scene of Displacement (Vs. 54b) 

C. A Scene of Dismissal (Vs. 66-70a) 

D. A Scene of Departure (Vs. 70b-71) 

III. Realize the Spotlight in Failure (Vs. 72) 

A. The Revelation of Failure (Vs. 72b) 

B. The Reflection on Failure (Vs. 72c) 

C. The Remorse by Failure (Vs. 72d) 

IV. Rely on the Salvaging from Failure 

A. Salvaged by a Call (Ch 16:7) 

B. Salvaged for a Calling (Acts 2:14) 
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1) ...testings, but God will not allow us to break. We may strain but 
we'll not sever, we may be cut but not crushed. Every one of us 
can look at the non-destructive testing of Peter before us to 
night and learn three actions that will cause us to avoid the 
failure that he experienced. 

2) ...when you slip there you become vulnerable. How is your 
morning watch? 

3) ...instead of waiting upon the Lord to renew your strength. 


4) ...been with Peter. These are all indicators, suggestions that 
failure is just around the corner. Have they been the same for 
you? 


5) ...incriminated as one of his disciples. Sounds like a lot of us in 
the church today. Song we used to sing in youth choir, "I will 
dare to live the difference, dare to live the difference Jesus 
made in my life..." Will you dare to do so? If not you will end up 
camping too close to the edge of failure. 


1) Matthew Henry - They that think it dangerous to be in company 
with Christ's disciples, because thence they may be drawn in tr 
suffer for him, will find it much more dangerous to be in 
company with his enemies, because there they may be drawn in 
to sin against him. 


2) ...took over. This little maid uncovered the moral weakness in 
our test subject. The tale tale signs of failure. 


3) ...through Peter's heart! 




4) ...revealing my sin. That's why the Psalmist wrote in Psalms 
119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin 
against thee. 
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1) 2 Samuel 24:10 And David's heart smote him after that he had 
numbered the people. And David said unto the LORD, I have 
sinned greatly in that I have done: and now, I beseech thee, 
LORD, take away the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very 
foolishly. 

2) ...that thy faith fail not! Yes there has been failure. But I'd like to 
testify that failure is never final! I'd like to shift gears here and 
give the Devil a headache by letting you know that if you have 
failed, if you have been on the giving end of a blatent bold faced 
denial, brother and sister, I want you to know that there is a 
salvaging from Failure by Jesus Christ! 

3) Acts 2:14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his 
voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that 
dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my 
words: 


